Brandi Jeanne Freel
October 19, 1972 - December 25, 2016

Brandi Jeanne Freel was born October 19, 1972 in Knoxville, Iowa the daughter of Leo
and Carol (Busick) Freel.
She graduated from Pleasantville High School with the Class of 1991. She obtained her
RN Degree and worked at Mercy and Methodist Hospitals in Des Moines. After Brandi
earned her Master Degree she taught at DMACC and Mercy Hospital. She was currently
employed by Job Corps in Ottumwa, Iowa and had plans to obtain her PhD. Brandi had
immense compassion for people and all of God’s creatures which helped make her an
amazing nurse.
Brandi passed away on Sunday, December 25, 2016 at her home, in Oskaloosa, at the
age of 44 years.
She was preceded in death by her grandparents: Robert and Jeanne Busick and Arden
and Virginia Freel.
Those left to cherish Brandi’s memory include her children: Rachel, Laura, Andrew and
Leo Surbaugh and parents, Leo and Carol Freel all of Knoxville; brother, Brandon Freel of
Georgia and many other family members and friends.

A Memorial Service for Brandi Freel, age 44 of Oskaloosa, will be held on Thursday,
December 29, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at the Mason Funeral Home in Pleasantville. The family
will receive friends from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. prior to the service. Burial will follow in the
Pleasantville Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, a memorial fund has been established for
Brandi’s children. Online condolences may be left at www.BertrandFuneralHomes.com.

Cemetery Details
Pleasantville Cemetery
Pleasantville, IA 50225

Previous Events
Visitation
DEC 29. 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)
Bertrand Funeral Homes(Mason Funeral Home)
902 North State Street
PO Box 554
Pleasantville, IA 50225
bertrandfh@iowatelecom.net
https://www.bertrandfuneralhomes.com/

Memorial Service
DEC 29. 2:00 PM (CT)
Bertrand Funeral Homes(Mason Funeral Home)
902 North State Street
PO Box 554
Pleasantville, IA 50225
bertrandfh@iowatelecom.net
https://www.bertrandfuneralhomes.com/

Tribute Wall

KD

Dear Carol, Leo, and family, it is with my deepest sympathy that I send to you my
thoughts and prayers. I am so sorry for your loss. Thinking of you. Karen
DeJoode
Karen DeJoode - January 18, 2017 at 09:59 PM

MW

What an amazing spirit, positive and loving heart this world lost. Brandi was the
epitome of a kind soul. There are hundreds of students who wouldn't be nurses
without her assistance. Her compassion, her love and her support in the midst of
her own struggles was something I have always admired and will always cherish.
My prayers are with the family especially, her children who she spoke about daily.
Melinda Williams
Melinda Williams - January 03, 2017 at 09:19 AM

Tammy
Bazillian
Chance

Heaven gained another angel with Brandi. What a patient
and kind soul she was. I was blessed to meet her at Mercy
College a couple years ago. She's going to be missed
greatly. May God surround you all & remind you of great
memories you were blessed to share together.
Tammy. C.
Tammy Bazillian Chance - January 01, 2017 at 09:17 PM

SW

Starting in the fall of 2013, Brandi and I worked together as tutors in the Success
Center at Mercy College. She was unfailingly patient and encouraging as she
helped her students meet the high standards of the nursing program. Between
tutoring session, we shared a few details about ourselves and discovered that in
1925 my parents had been married at the home of her relatives, Benoni and
Margaret Freel, in Pleasantville. That connection created a special bond for us. I
feel so lucky that our professional and personal paths crossed. Deepest
sympathy to her family; may they find some comfort in knowing how many lives
Brandi touched with her magic combination of expertise, humor, and, above all,
compassion.
Susan Breemer Wickham
Susan Wickham - December 30, 2016 at 01:43 PM

TD

My heart goes out to the family in this time of loss. You are
in my prayers and thoughts. My you find comfort in God's
arms.
Tonya Dobbs (Dowd)

Tonya Dobbs - December 29, 2016 at 10:51 AM

DB

So sorry to hear of Brandi's passing, special prayers to her
children and family.
Dawn Blackford

Dawn Blackford - December 28, 2016 at 08:49 PM

JP

My thoughts and prayers are with your children and family
during this difficult time. Brandi was a wonderful person
with a heart of gold and she will be deeply missed. I will
always remember her smile and kindness towards others.
All my love - Joni Vander Linden Page

Joni Vander Linden Page - December 28, 2016 at 02:46 PM

YS

Your colleagues at Mercy College of Health Science purchased
the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Brandi
Jeanne Freel.

Your colleagues at Mercy College of Health Science - December 28, 2016 at 10:29 AM

JC

Jeff&Linda Carter lit a candle in memory of Brandi Jeanne
Freel

Jeff&Linda Carter - December 28, 2016 at 06:39 AM

KJ

I remember when you lived in your new country home outside P'Ville and Jaci & I
brought her boys train table to you all for Andrew and Leo to play with their trainscars-etc. Such a shock when I heard Brandi was gone.Just know you all are in my
prayers. Kendra Johannes,Jaci Wilcox mom
Kendra Johannes - December 27, 2016 at 07:36 PM

So sorry for your loss! Sending prayers to you Leo Freel and family!
Bev Nichol
Bev Nichol - December 27, 2016 at 07:07 PM

DT

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Brandi. Sorry for your loss.
Dave & Carol Troendle
Dave & Carol Troendle - December 27, 2016 at 12:39 PM

CD

I am heartbroken and saddened to hear of Brandi's passing. She was such a
loving and caring woman, always putting others needs above her own. I've known
Brandi and the Freel family since I was a young girl and have many many fond
memories growing up around such a wonderful family!
My heart is absolutely breaking for her children and for Leo & Carol! Please know
that my deepest thoughts and heartfelt prayers are with the entire family during
this very difficult time!
Respectfully,
Cheyenne DeVore
Cheyenne DeVore - December 27, 2016 at 11:16 AM

CN

Very shocked to hear this news. I worked with her at Job Corps the past few
months. From the few interactions I had with her, she was very down to earth and
easy to talk to. You could tell she was at Job Corps to help students, and was
looking for ways to use her own life experiences as teaching opportunities. She
talked about her four kids, and I will be in prayer for them and for the rest of her
family. She will be missed!
Christopher Northcutt - December 27, 2016 at 10:40 AM

Shocked and saddened by this news. Brandi had a huge part in helping me pass,
especially final semester. We had reconnected on fb and true to who she was,
offered continued support. Can you believe it? With her busy schedule and four
children? Yes, you can believe it cause that is the kind of person she was. Loving,
caring, giving, a true treasure.
Melanie Ortiz - December 27, 2016 at 10:02 AM

BA

So Sorry to hear of this devastating loss of Brandi! My sympathies and prayers
are for you and your family! Barb Anderson
Barb Anderson - December 27, 2016 at 09:25 AM

Brandi my dear friend, I will miss you. Prayers and thoughts to your family.
Marnie Jo Dethrow - December 27, 2016 at 09:21 AM

SK

Brandi was a nursing instructor of mine last year. She was one of the most
amazing instructors that was always willing to help. One of the first instructors to
make me feel like I could be a nurse, and I knew she would teach me to be a
great one. Before exams she would always pass around a bottle of lavender oil to
ensure that we as students weren't stressed. That's just the type of person and
teacher she was. Always had everyone else above her, and as sweet as could
be. I was so heartbroken to hear that she had passed, but I know God needed
her for something greater upstairs. My thoughts and prayers to her family and
children. She loved you all so much. Rest in peace, Brandi. You'll be so missed.
Shelby K - December 27, 2016 at 08:37 AM

CA

I am so sorry to hear of Brandi's passing. Most of my
memories of her are from when we were children - Brandi,
Brandon, Sean, and I getting into mischief and my
grandparents' home. Prayers to her family for peace and
faith during this difficult time. Love, Cathi

Cathi - December 27, 2016 at 08:16 AM

JS

I am very sincerely sadden to hear that Brandi Jeanne isn't here with us. She was
a loving, dedicated, and passionate person to everyone, she met. I would like to
send a message out to Rachel; Laura; Drew and Leo, that I am so sorry for the
loss of their beloved mother, and that my sincere thoughts and prayers are with
them during this most difficult time. And a sincere message goes out to Carol;
Leo and Brandon (all F reel's family side and Carol's family side), that I am truly
sorry for the loss of your beloved Brandi Jeanne, and my thoughts and prayers
are with you during this most difficult time.
Respectfully,
John Surbaugh
John Surbaugh - December 27, 2016 at 07:34 AM

JC

Brandi has always played a positive role as my instructor. She's helped me
beyond the classroom cope with my own issues. Her great attitude and sense of
humor is what I will miss most. My prayers to the family.
Jenn C - December 27, 2016 at 07:04 AM

EM

Brandi was one of my instructors at Mercy. She was someone who was always
positive, funny, happy to help you learn, and would never try to intimidate or put
you down. Gone too soon.
Emma Mathisen - December 27, 2016 at 12:20 AM



Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Brandi
Jeanne Freel.

December 26, 2016 at 11:45 PM



Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of
Brandi Jeanne Freel.

December 26, 2016 at 10:33 PM

RC

Brandi was my nursing clinical instructor and she was the kindest women you
could have ever met. I met her during my first semester at Mercy College and
was very stressed with all the demands that are required to become a great nurse
like Brandi. But every time I got to work with Brandi she made me feel relaxed
and safe to ask questions without feeling judged. Many of my classmates and
myself all strategized what order would need to be in line so we could do our
clinical testing with Brandi. She cared her students and would provide lavender oil
for behind your ear or mints to help with those who had testing anxiety. Brandi
would often converse with me about how I had the same name as one of her
daughters and claimed that I looked like one of them as well. This created a bond
between us that we would joke about all the time. I am very saddened to hear of
her passing and hope that sharing a few memories of her will bring her family and
friends some harmony.
Rachael Cory Castaner - December 26, 2016 at 10:10 PM

RS

We know words don't mean anything here. We've been through this many times.
Just wanted you to know that I'm sad for you, Amy too. Rhonda
rhonda m s - December 26, 2016 at 10:03 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Jeanie Murphy - December 26, 2016 at 07:55 PM

4 files added to the tribute wall

Jeanie Murphy - December 26, 2016 at 07:53 PM

5 files added to the tribute wall

Jeanie Murphy - December 26, 2016 at 07:47 PM

Although we lived in the same town, I first met Brandi when she was a nurse at
Mercy in the late 1990's. I was drawn to her with her soft spoken voice and her
compassion for her patients, for her children, and for God. She was so concerned
at that time for her mother-in-law who was not a Christian, and she wanted to
badly to show her the way to salvation. When people die at such a young age,
the only comfort or sense I can make of it is that God must have felt heaven was
better than earth for them; but it is so hard on those left behind to mourn our loss.
Rest in Peace, Brandi. You were loved, and you will be missed.
Jeanie Murphy - December 26, 2016 at 07:44 PM

