Deborah Sue Kieler
July 9, 1960 - December 16, 2019

Deborah Sue Kieler was born July 9, 1960 in Des Moines, Iowa the daughter of Michael L.
and Betty M. (Niswender) Kieler.
Deb was raised in the Swan area and graduated from Pleasantville High School with the
Class of 1978. During school, she was active in basketball, track, and showed horses 4H.
Deb’s colt she raised and trained from birth, won first place at the county fair her senior
year. She then attended U.N.I. earning Bachelor’s degree in education in 1982. She
eventually earned her Master’s Degree from Drake University. Deb started the first Special
Ed classroom in Pleasantville in the Memorial Hall building. Eventually the classroom was
integrated into the Pleasantville campus. She spent 22 years as an educator in the
Pleasantville School System before accepting a job with the Heartland A.E.A. Deb was
instrumental in shaping the Special Ed program for the Heartland A.E.A. and mentored
many student teachers through the years, including her niece. She recently retired from
the Heartland A.E.A. office in Indianola, due to health concerns.
In May of 2007 Deb was united in marriage to Jeremiah Patton. She was very close with
all her family and enjoyed spending time with them. Deb was also an animal lover, and
she especially enjoyed her cats and her friend Max.
Deb passed away on Monday, December 16, 2019 at the Kavanagh House, in Des
Moines, at the age of 59 years. She passed peacefully in her sleep with Jeremiah by her
side.
She was preceded in death by her father, Mike.
Those left to honor Deb’s memory include her husband, Jeremiah Patton; mother, Betty
Kieler; sister, Susan (Shawn) Matthews; nephew, T.J. Matthews; niece, Stacey (Justin)
Trevillyan and many aunts, uncles, cousin, friends and colleagues.

A Celebration of Deb’s Life will be held on Saturday, December 21, 2019 at the Memorial
Hall, in Pleasantville, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers the family requests
memorials be made to Marion County Special Olympics (P.O. Box 115 – Pleasantville, IA

50225) or to Autism Speaks.
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Celebration of Life

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Pleasantville Memorial Hall
101 North Jefferson Street, Pleasantville, IA, US, 50225

Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Deb's passing. I recently found out about Deb from some college
friends who were all trying to get together on a call. It's been about 40 years since we
met, and probably about 35 since we last talked, but I can still see the kind, warm
human being just looking at this picture that Deb was from our days at U.N.I. I can
only imagine what kind of a great special ed teacher/mentor she was. Deb we had
some great times, and wonderful memories. My condolences to her entire family.
RIP.
Cheryl (Schmit) Hall

Cheryl Hall - May 10, 2020 at 12:16 PM

“

I was shocked by the news. Deb was such a sunny, happy, giving child. I still haven't
wrapped my mind around it. I am sorry for your loss and wish you comfort in the
wonderful human being you raised who in turn brought so much to so many.
Much love from your 'neighbor', Kim McDaniel

A Litany of Remembrance
Poem by Rabbi Sylvan Kamens and Rabbi Jack Riemer
In the rising of the sun and in its going down,
we remember them.
In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter,
we remember them.
In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring,
we remember them.
In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer,
we remember them.
In the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of autumn,
we remember them.
In the beginning of the year and when it ends,
we remember them.
When we are weary and in need of strength,
we remember them.
When we are lost and sick at heart,
we remember them.
When we have joys we yearn to share,
we remember them.
So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are now a part of us,
as we remember them.
Kim McDaniel - January 17, 2020 at 09:29 AM

“

So sorry for the loss of a wonderful person. I had the privilege of working with Deb for
many years at the high school. Deb taught me alot and was a great friend. She will
be missed. Rip Deb. Sue Wallace Wolfe

Sue Wolfe - December 23, 2019 at 03:50 PM

“

To the entire Kieler family, we are so very sorry for your loss. What great memorable
times our families had through horses, the Pleasantville Saddle Club, school,
basketball and the list goes on. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. The
Horstmanns

Carla - December 19, 2019 at 11:26 AM

“

Special education teachers, students and colleagues have lost a great mentor,
advocate and wealth of knowledge always working in the best interest of kids. I will
miss Deb and her warm, kind ways in our office - and the way should could quietly
support not only the schools she directly served, but all the schools we served
through her support of anyone who needed anything. The number of people she
lifted up through her years in education is immeasurable. There are successful
people in this world doing good things because Deb made sure that they had the
opportunities in school that they needed. Her work will go ahead of her for decades
to come - because she mattered in the lives of the children and families she worked
with, and because the teachers she served will also provide those opportunities to
their students for years to come.
My heart breaks for those of you who were blessed with Deb as your family and her
close friends. I will hold you all in my thoughts and prayers over these next difficult
days. I hope you will all be able to share wonderful stories of Deb as you celebrate
her life and her love.

Kathie Hicok - December 19, 2019 at 11:00 AM

“

Betty and Susan~ I am so sorry to hear about Deb. I'm sure my heart hurt is nothing
compared to yours. It gives me peace to know that she is joining my mom, gram, and
Mike. Maybe I'm even smiling a little thinking about them. Wishing you happy
thoughts and sweet memories from the Thomas' from the Gully Farm, Nutterville IA.
Love~Mindy (the weed commissioner's daughter)lol

Mindy M Patton - December 18, 2019 at 10:45 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Deb's passing. My thoughts and prayers are with all her
loved ones. May God give you all comfort and strength.

Lynn Horman - December 17, 2019 at 09:12 PM

“

Our Condolences to the entire Kieler Family from Pleasantville High School Class of
1978.
We gather here, a class once more
To reminiscence, like years before
Upon the days and joys we knew
Before our school-aged time was through
Yet, as we meet, with memories near
We think of those, always held dear Our friends and classmates, passed away
To be with God, every school day.

They sit at desks, resting on clouds
Surrounded by angelic crowds
Where they shall be forevermore
The friends and schoolmates we adore
They’ll be with us in every prayer
Until the day, we join them there
Within the walls of Heaven’s class
Where friendships formed shall always last.

Until that hour, we join again
An empty chair, we will maintain
In honor of the life-long bond
We forged with those, now passed beyond
The friends with whom we learned life’s truth
Whose bonds lasted far from our youth
And shall remain forever near
When we gather, year after year.
– Jill Eisnaugle’s Poetry Collection

Tim Dyer - December 17, 2019 at 07:03 PM

