George Calvin Dailey
January 31, 1927 - January 2, 2016

George Calvin Dailey was born January 31, 1927 in Kenosha, Wisconsin the son of
Earnest Calvin Dailey and Esther Eldora (Thomas) Dailey.
George was raised in Knoxville and was the fourth of nine children. At the age of 13 he
went to work for Harold Behrens Dairy delivering milk. He also worked for Strasbergers
Clothing, and helped the last threshing team that went through Knoxville. George served 4
years in the United States Navy as a ship’s cook. On September 18, 1948 he was united
in marriage to Bettie Lou Deeringer. He later worked at Maytag, but the majority of his
career was spent at the Knoxville V.A. Hospital as a nurse aid. He retired from the V.A.
with 30 years of service. He also worked on the side as a carpenter for many years.
George loved music and played the guitar and harmonica and always led his family in
their traditional Christmas Eve sing-a-long. His Country Western band played for music
festivals all around the area. When his boys were small he coached and umpired Little
League baseball. George was a member of the Kiwanis for several years. He enjoyed
woodworking, especially making baby rattles and walking sticks. His greatest joy was his
family; George cherished spending time with each and every one of them whether it was a
holiday, birthday or just a campfire. He was a Grandpa to all children in the neighborhood.
George passed away on Saturday, January 2, 2016 at the Knoxville Hospital and Clinics
at the age 88 years.
He was preceded in death by his parents and four brothers- Howard, Bob, Merle, and Ed,
and four sisters- Hilda, Sarah, Lois, and Helen.
Those left to honor George’s memory include his wife, Bettie Lou; children: Rick (Lois)
Dailey, Kathie (Larry) Chambers, Jamie Dailey and Ann (Jack) Wallace all of Knoxville; 10
grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; Sister-In-Laws Ruth Dailey and Betty Dailey, and
Brother-In-Law Jim Beaver; and many other family members and friends.
Memorial services for George C. Dailey, age 88 of Knoxville, will be held on Wednesday,
January 6, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. at the Bybee & Davis Funeral Home. The family will receive
friends one hour prior to the service. Military Honors will be rendered following the service.
Memorials may be made to the Knoxville Rescue Unit. Online condolences may be left at
BertrandFuneralHomes.com.
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Bertrand Funeral Homes.(Bybee & Davis Funeral Home)
301 North Second Street PO Box 87, Knoxville, IA, US, 50138
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

Bertrand Funeral Homes.(Bybee & Davis Funeral Home)
301 North Second Street PO Box 87, Knoxville, IA, US, 50138

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Bertrand Funeral Homes - January 05, 2016 at 12:40 PM

“

Uncle George was quite a good man, singer and uncle. My brothers and sisters
actually DID slide down the laundry shute back in the 1960's! It was SOOO much
fun! The last time I was able to see him, he showed me where my grampa Earnest
was in the super long navy picture and he gave me one of his newly carved rattles.
When either of my children have a grandchild for me, I will pass it on. I was blessed
to know him. It has been a sad few months. My dad, Ed, passed 39 days before him.
Keeping all of you in my thoughts. D. Upchurch

D. Upchurch - January 15, 2016 at 09:58 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of George Calvin Dailey.

January 06, 2016 at 09:07 AM

“

One of my favorite memories of my grandpa George is sitting on his lap when I was a
little girl and falling asleep to his echoed voice as I laid my head on his chest. I was
so blessed to have him as my grandpa! I love you and will see you again someday!

Heidi Wallace - January 06, 2016 at 12:59 AM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

Ashley Vance - January 05, 2016 at 10:39 PM

“

George and I were buddies since I was little. We used to eat peanuts and spit them
out in his driveway, and we'd pick and eat cherries from his garden. I learned how to
ride a bike in his back yard. He used to take pictures with my brother and I on the
first day of school, every year out on his big rocks. One Chistmas Eve he even
invited me over to sing with him and play guitar for his family. George was my first
best friend, and he'll always be my best friend, no matter how far Heaven is from
Knoxville. I love and miss you George

Ashley Vance - January 05, 2016 at 10:37 PM

“

Thanks for the beautiful memories Ashley! Grandpa loved you and your brother! And
thanks for the pictures! What a precious gift!
Heidi Wallace - January 06, 2016 at 12:49 AM

“

i was so very sorry to hear about George. I remember coming to your house when
we were very young...and George would greet us at the door with his bouncy humor
and grab my brother and act like he was going to throw him down the laundry
shoot...LOL LOL.. he was always so full of life..laughs and fun....we always loved
coming to play at your house...we will keep you all in our prayers....... Mark and Patty
Orr

patty orr - January 05, 2016 at 05:41 PM

“
“

Thank you for the beautiful memories!
Heidi Wallace - January 06, 2016 at 12:53 AM

Heidi, my name is D. Uncle George was quite a good singer and uncle. My brothers and
sisters actually DID slide down the laundry shute back in the 1960's! It was SOOO much
fun! The last time I was able to see him, he showed me where my grampa Earnest was in
the super long navy picture and he gave me one of his newly carved rattles. When either of
my children have a grandchild for me, I will pass it on. I was blessed to know him. It has
been a sad few months. My dad, Ed, passed 39 days before him. Keeping all of you in my
thoughts. D. Upchurch
D. Upchurch - January 14, 2016 at 06:37 AM

“

So sorry for your loss, Ann. We are thinking of you and your family. Love and prayers
from Pennsylvania. Gary & VickyPeters

Vicky Dougan Peters - January 05, 2016 at 02:26 PM

“

Thank you Patty!
Heidi Wallace - January 05, 2016 at 06:34 PM

“

38 files added to the album LifeTributes

Bertrand Funeral Homes - January 05, 2016 at 12:10 PM

“

My love and prayers are with Bettie ad family. I so miss the weekends camping, and
sitting around the campfire. I never hear the song "I wish I was a Teddy Bear", and
not fondly think of George. He was one of a kind, and will be greatly missed!!
Much Love,
Greg DeMoss (Ray and Wanda's son)

Greg DeMoss - January 04, 2016 at 06:13 PM

“

“

Thank you Greg!
Heidi Wallace - January 05, 2016 at 06:35 PM

I have been very blessed to have gotten to grow up with George and Beattie Louis
and the family lots of laughs, dances and camping we truly have lost a good one. My
thoughts and prayers go to the Dailey Family

Gayle Carter Irving
gayle - January 04, 2016 at 05:53 PM

“

Thank you Gayle! Grandpa and your dad must be sitting around in lawn chairs catching up.
:)
Heidi Wallace - January 05, 2016 at 06:36 PM

“

George and Bettie Lou have been wonderful neighbors for all of the 38 years we've
been in our home. George and Bernie shared many hours of visiting after Bernie
retired. George was amazing at knowing all the buildings and who ran what in the
town of Knoxville over all the years. They always had some laughs to tell about, and
really enjoyed their "guy time!" Sometimes Bettie Lou and I joined them. We will truly
miss having him around, and want the family to know that you are all in our thoughts
and prayers at this time. Knoxville has lost one of the "good guys" ....sending love &
hugs, Bernie & Marilynn Avitt

Bernie & Marilynn Avitt - January 04, 2016 at 04:29 PM

“

Thank you for the beautiful memories! Grandpa talked about you both often. Great
neighbors!
Heidi Wallace - January 05, 2016 at 06:37 PM

“

Sympathy to Ann and the entire family.
Barb Heaberlin

Barb Heaberlin - January 04, 2016 at 11:19 AM

“

“

Thank you Barb!
Heidi Wallace - January 05, 2016 at 06:38 PM

Sending lots of love to this amazing family!! <3

Leah Sims - January 04, 2016 at 06:36 AM

“

Thank you Leah! Love you!!!
Heidi Wallace - January 05, 2016 at 06:38 PM

“

Mike & Ruth Bushnell lit a candle in memory of George Calvin Dailey

Mike & Ruth Bushnell - January 04, 2016 at 06:08 AM

“

“

Thank you!
Heidi Wallace - January 06, 2016 at 12:52 AM

Ann and I became friends when we were in 5th grade, so George and Bettie were
like 2nd parents to me. They let me go with them on a camping trip one time and lets
just say, they had to be my parents that weekend. Lol George was my dads first
cousin so we were family and I always felt loved in there home. I can still remember
their home phone number! George liked to tease, and I was always ready to dish it
back. It was our way! I will miss him so very much.

Sue Thomas - January 04, 2016 at 03:30 AM

“

Thank you Sue! Love you!!!
Heidi Wallace - January 06, 2016 at 12:52 AM

“

George and Bettie Lou have been a part of our family for as long as I can remember.
I believe my mom and he worked together at the V.A. and he took care of the repairs
at my parents rentals, office and home. My Dad was not handy at all so when
something needed fixed it was, "Call George". He always had a smile on his face and
a story to tell. George was a great husband, father and grandfather, you could
always tell how much he loved his family by the way he talked about them. He will be
greatly missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with you Bettie Lou, Rick, Kathie,
Jamie and Ann and all the grandkids and great-grandkids.
Marty, Tami, Olivia, Natalie & Davis Montgomery

Tami Montgomery - January 03, 2016 at 10:42 PM

“

Thank you for the beautiful memories Tami! Grandpa loved you and your family! He
especially loved watching your kids grow up over the years. Love you guys!
Heidi Wallace - January 05, 2016 at 06:41 PM

“

Sheila Norton Stone lit a candle in memory of George Calvin Dailey

Sheila Norton Stone - January 03, 2016 at 04:39 PM

“
“

sending prayers to the family
Sheila - January 03, 2016 at 04:40 PM

Bettie Lou and kids - I am so sorry for your loss. George was one in a million and we will
never forget the good times we had at the campground and dances. Our kids grew up
listening to George sing to us around the fire. Those memories are so precious and heaven
definitely is a better place with the newest member. Love to all. Bev (Carter) Robarge
Beverly Robarge - January 04, 2016 at 03:56 PM

“

Thank you Sheila! And thank you Bev for the wonderful memories! Kenny and Grandpa are
sitting around a campfire in heaven catching up and talking about old times. :)
Heidi Wallace - January 06, 2016 at 12:51 AM

