John Harvey England
July 17, 1930 - October 15, 2017

John Harvey England was born July 17, 1930 in Maryville, Missouri the son of Jesse
Howell England and Cecil Mildred (Cooper) England.
John graduated from College Springs, Iowa High School. He then attended Northwest
Missouri State University. John earned his bachelor’s degree and in 1953 he moved to
Knoxville, Iowa. John taught in the Knoxville School System until his retirement in 1986.
He also coached and served as athletic director for the school. John was honored
following his retirement when the junior high gymnasium was officially named “The John
England Gymnasium” and he was inducted into the Knoxville Athletic Hall of Fame. In his
retirement, John drove cars for local auto dealers, to and from auctions and for dealer
trades. He also operated a shuttle service for Knoxville residents to and from the Kansas
City and Omaha Airports.
John was dedicated to his career, his students and his fellow faculty members. He was a
happy person and made friends in any situation.
John passed away Sunday, October 15, 2017 at the West Ridge Nursing & Rehab Facility
at the age of 87 years.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Those left to honor John’s memory include his cousin, Wayne Mahood of Geneseo, New
York and his countless friends in the teaching community of Knoxville and throughout
Iowa.

John has been cremated and his close friends will inter his remains in Princeton
Cemetery, Princeton, Missouri, next to his parents on Friday, October 20, 2017. Memorials
may be made to the John England Scholarship Fund through the Iowa State Savings
Bank in Knoxville, Iowa.
A Celebration of John’s life will be held Thursday, October 26, 2017 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. at the American Legion Post No. 168, 314 East Robinson Street, Knoxville, Iowa
50138.
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Comments

“

Kayt Smith lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Kayt Smith - February 17, 2018 at 10:23 PM

“

He always called me "GUNNER" .....once in a while I would swish one....but most of
the time I was on the bench....R.I.P. Mr. England.
Steve Klootwyk, Class of 1971

Steve Klootwyk - December 26, 2017 at 11:01 AM

“

Carolan Brooks lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Carolan Brooks - October 21, 2017 at 11:50 PM

“

MR ENGLAND WAS MY 9TH GRADE WORLD HISTORY TEACHER AND A VERY
GOOD ONE. HE WAS ALSO MY 7TH AND 8TH GRADE FOOTBALL COACH.
EVERYDAY AFTER PRACTICE WE HAD TO RUN WIND SPRINTS. HE TOLD US
HE WOULD GIVE US A HEAD START AND THEN HE WOULD TAKE OFF AFTER
US. THE RULES WERE THAT IF HE CAUGHT UP TO ANYONE WE WOULD HAVE
TO RUN ANOTHER SPRINT WITH THE SAME RULES. NEEDLESS TO SAY HE
ALWAYS CAUGHT UP TO SOMEONE, WHO IN TURN CAUGHT HELL FROM HIS
TEAM MATES. THE MORE SPRINTS WE RAN, THE MORE TIRED WE GOT AND
HE WOULD CATCH UP TO MORE OF US. BEING A 7TH AND 8TH GRADER WE
ALWAYS WONDERED HOW AN OLD MAN LIKE MR ENGLAND COULD RUN SO
FAST. THIS WAS IN 1960 AND 1961. RIP MR ENGLAND.
BILL CAUGHEY, CLASS OF 1966

BILL CAUGHEY - October 21, 2017 at 04:25 PM

“

Mary (Sharp) Pinegar lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Mary (Sharp) Pinegar - October 21, 2017 at 09:40 AM

“

I remember Mr. England as my world history teacher. I learned so much from him on
that subject. Must be one of the reasons I love it so. I didn't know much about where
he came from before he come to Knoxville , but he made an impression on everyone
he met.
R.I.P. Mr. John England . We still remember you and smile.

Mary (Sharp) Pinegar - October 21, 2017 at 09:38 AM

“

Coach England was one of kind and one of my best coach and teachers growng up!
It was always a fun time having a drink or two with coach at the Red Carpet over the
years and hearig all of his great stories.

Dan Hayes - October 21, 2017 at 12:22 AM

“

Cris Rodgers lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Cris Rodgers - October 20, 2017 at 09:34 PM

“

Mr. England is a legend and very much a part of our family. I met him first when I
came to Knoxville as a freshman down in the cracker box gym in the old Junior High.
My dad and Ralph Cappitani were there. They talked about Knoxville sports, and let
me know how hard you have to work to deserve playing on Knoxville teams. I can
still hear him twanging through his nose in the way that all us Cook kids still imitate
about what I needed to be better over the years. That included him criticizing my
report on Eva Braun in his 9th grade history class. "Geez, why did you pick her," he
said. I didn't know except that it was not what would be expected in those times. I
often think about what I am writing about now and why I am doing it in that context.
Over the years I got to take road trips with dad and Mr. England. When I got back
from Vietnam, we went to the Drake Relays to see what I remember as the Boufant
Belles relay team. Dad and Mr. England bought me a beer afterwards. They said
thanks for doing what I thought was right in 1966. That meant the world to me. Sports
were to them a lesson in civic responsibility. First to your family and teammates, then
to your school, then to your community and then to the nation. Thanks Mr. England
for being part of my family. . ..

Thomas W. Cook Jr. - October 20, 2017 at 03:55 PM

“

Yes. He and Dad were the best of friends and the worst of singers. Friend or not, he
pegged me for a B teamer in 8th Grade Basketball, where we played one on one all year to
see who got to sit the bench for the A game.He also thought our entire class belonged in
the boys reform school in Eldora. He was right on both counts, and was usually right in
most other things as well. He was a good, kind, and fun-loving man.
Kevin Cook - October 21, 2017 at 12:17 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Englands passing. He is one of the people I will always
remember growing up in Knoxville, taught me about teamwork, pride and how to win
and how to loose, he was a good man and I am honored to have known him.

jim carmichael - October 20, 2017 at 02:00 PM

“

John was my football coach in 8th & 9th grade, we went undefeated both years, and
as a coach and teacher he was tops to a to all of his students, rest in peace John
and job well done.

David Wolfe - October 20, 2017 at 01:01 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear about Mr. England's passing. He was my eighth grade Civics
teacher. It was a task to teach at that level for as long as he did. Mr. England made a
lasting impact on many.
Sincerely,
Kim Jolly (KHS Class of 1990)

Kim Jolly - October 20, 2017 at 10:16 AM

“

LINDA (BOGGS) SISSON lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

LINDA (BOGGS) SISSON - October 20, 2017 at 08:40 AM

“

Sheila Norton Stone lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Sheila Norton Stone - October 20, 2017 at 07:24 AM

“

Kayla Davis lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Kayla Davis - October 20, 2017 at 06:08 AM

“

Mr. England was my 9th grade history teacher. We liked him. We respected him. I'm
pretty sure this recent refugee from the Catholic school feared him. John was my
colleague and became my friend...but he was always Mr. England, so I didn't argue
when I was informed...not asked...that I would replace him as the 8th grade football
and track coach my second year of teaching. I had not planned to coach. I was
intimidated. I had no choice. And I am so thankful for the life I enjoyed as a result. I
was a mediocre football coach, but track was instantly a passion that burned
throughout my career. That was Mr. England's gift to me...priceless. My persistent
procrastination has burdened me with many regrets, among them my delay in
sending John a note telling him how much it meant to see him and Dale sitting in the
audience at my hall of fame induction. But then, that was classic John for
me...invaluable surprises with no expectation of thanks. Nancy and I will remember
him with great affection.
Greg and Nancy Stults

Greg Stults - October 20, 2017 at 12:32 AM

“

There was a John Harvey England before he became a teacher, which leads to some
memories.
One of my favorite memories of John was his coming back to College Springs from a
trip to Chicago with his parents and telling me about seeing a train that ran in the air.
I was maybe 6 and astonished. Imagine my disappointment later when I visited
Chicago and saw the elevated train ran on rails. I never got even with him.
Nor have I gotten even with him for playing with bigger and fancier toy trucks when
we were young, but I had to admit that they were his toys and it was his house where
we were playing.
And one time he and I got up early, walked across the street from our grandfather's
house to an auction barn in Maryville, Missouri. We were thrilled to present to our
grandfather a calf for which we had paid 25¢. However, our grandfather was not
impressed by the scrawny calf nor our inadequate knowledge of animal husbandry.
A special treat was when our families gathered together to celebrate Christmas in a
Chicago suburb. It meant ice skating on a pond created out of a large, deep gravel
pit. John took the lead and tested the ice for himself, another cousin and me. Or we
would go to a matinee at the Chicago Theater, which had a movie and a live stage
show, including Rosemary Clooney and the Ames brothers. John would treat every
once in a while.
Above all I enjoyed John as a older cousin who was always good to me and taught
me much, long before he was a certified teacher.
Wayne Mahood, Geneseo, New York

Wayne Mahood - October 19, 2017 at 09:54 PM

“

Debra LeMay Walsh lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Debra LeMay Walsh - October 19, 2017 at 09:48 PM

“

Mr England was a great educator and person. He would let me skip out on my last study
hall to go home and babysit my sister while my Mom worked
Debra LeMay Walsh - October 19, 2017 at 09:53 PM

“

Christine Rowley lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Christine Rowley - October 19, 2017 at 09:18 PM

“

Nancy Bellamy Bush lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Nancy Bellamy Bush - October 19, 2017 at 09:03 PM

“

One time four of us in Mr. England's class when we were in the 9th grade were talking and
laughing and being generally obnoxious. He was very patient and gave us a warning but
then someone whispered something funny and none of us could stop laughing. So, Mr.
England told the four of us to come back to his classroom after school for detention. We
thought, half hour tops, but Mr. E. had a very different plan for us. He handed each one of
us a piece of graph paper that has those little, tiny squares on it and told us that we had to
color in every other square and that we had to use pencil b/c he wouldn't let us go until we
finished the entire page and/or if we colored outside of the lines on any of the squares. We
all thought, "piece of cake" and got started. Well, it was some time close to 6:00 p.m. when
we all finally finished and, TRUST ME, none of the four of us ever even thought about
talking or laughing in his class again! I honestly think that if I ever saw a piece of graph
paper like that again, I would definitely have an instant case of PTSD! If you don't think it's
hard and, much less, totally annoying, I DOUBLE DARE you to try it yourself! A definite
object lesson in that bad behavior certainly has consequences! We all really did LIKE Mr.
England but I'm not so sure he felt the same about us....totally understandable!!
R.I.P.!!
Nancy Bellamy Bush - October 19, 2017 at 09:27 PM

“

Nancy (Bellamy) Bush
Nancy Bellamy Bush - October 19, 2017 at 09:28 PM

“

Jackie Hegwood Nielsen lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Jackie Hegwood Nielsen - October 19, 2017 at 08:59 PM

“

We’re going to miss you Jolly John! RIP.

Tricia Avon - October 19, 2017 at 08:51 PM

“

As a member of the class of '64 I can honestly say we really liked Mr. England. He
was our teacher in ninth grade in a world history class. I recall we were always doing
maps which I liked. One day I asked him if I could do my own instead of the one he
handed out to the class. He said sure as long as it had the information that was
asked for on the worksheet. If I recall correctly, we were studying the Scandinavian
countries. When I got home that evening I grabbed mom's largest bowls, covered it
with several layers of newspaper (as in papier mache) on the underside to create a
portion of a three-dimensional globe. I then used sawdust and glue to create
mountains and wah-la! I let it dry most of the weekend and on Sunday painted in the
countries and the water areas. He gave me an A on that and I think he was a bit
shocked that someone would go to so much effort. That year he also put the
brackets of the girls state basketball tournament on the chalkboard and followed
through with his picks of who he thought would win in each round. Pleasantville had
made it that year (1961) and he went against them. We gave him such crap about
not picking them, I mean, they were in Marion County. But he was right. They did not
win their first round game and we all ate crow. He was also my 8th grade basketball
coach, 8th grade football coach and 8th grade track coach. I have a lot of fond
memories of those days, like, he had me throw the shot at an Indianola meet or how
he had us run 100 laps the first day of basketball practice. I remember making three
touchdowns (Barghan to Wilson two were called 20 banana plays and one was a
20x). And so this man passes. This man I could never call John but rather Mr.
England even though I was in my sixties. I respected him then and I still do now. He
always knew me when I saw him and said hello. He always called me by name.
Gonna miss seeing him around town. Bob Wilson

Bob Wilson - October 19, 2017 at 08:33 PM

“

Kelly McMillen lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Kelly McMillen - October 19, 2017 at 08:03 PM

“

“

Heaven gained one of the good guys.
Kelly McMillen - October 19, 2017 at 08:04 PM

Denise Deaver lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Denise Deaver - October 19, 2017 at 07:45 PM

“

great guy. RIP john...

joyce Goff - October 19, 2017 at 07:23 PM

“

"Eng" was one in a million. He loved sports and enjoyed talking about sports,
especially
his days as a coach at the Jr. High level. I'm so glad the Knoxville High School got
him a the state cross country team into the Knoxville High School Hall of Fame.

Henry Ortmann - October 19, 2017 at 06:14 PM

“

Mr England was a great educator, who taught a lot of Iowa middle schoolers the
basics of government. Imagine teaching a bunch of tweens terms like "Bolshevik"
and trying to keep them on task. He managed it well. RIP.

Vicki (Henning) Knudtson - October 19, 2017 at 05:47 PM

“

Danny & Darla Marsh lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Danny & Darla Marsh - October 19, 2017 at 04:47 PM

“

Mr. C's Restaurant lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Mr. C's Restaurant - October 19, 2017 at 12:44 PM

“

Linda Sage Carter lit a candle in memory of John Harvey England

Linda Sage Carter - October 19, 2017 at 12:43 PM

