Mary Jo Stults
April 4, 1923 - June 27, 2018

Mary Jo Stults was born April 4, 1923 the daughter of Charles and Josephine (Beaslin)
Riordan.
Following high school, Mary attended St Joseph College in Missouri, earning her RN
degree. On August 26, 1946 Mary was united in marriage to Richard Frankiln Stults in Des
Moines, Iowa. The couple made their home in Des Moines until moving to Knoxville, Iowa
in 1950. Mary operated the Peter Pan Nursery for 20 years, before working at the
Knoxville V.A. Hospital as an RN and Dick operated Stults Knoxville T.V. After Mary’s
retirement, she remained active in the Knoxville community and St. Anthony Catholic
Church. She started the first Hospice in Knoxville, which would later become part of H.C.I.
Care Services. In the last 10 years, Mary has lived with her son, Dick in Tennessee and
then with her daughter, Patricia in Des Moines.
Mary passed away on Wednesday, June 27, 2018 at the Bickford Care C enter in Des
Moines at the age of 95 years.
She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, Dick in 1994; brother, Robert
Riordan; sister, Margaret Ann Downey and one step-grandchild.
She is survived by her children: Greg (Nancy) Stults, Ken Stults, Richard (Jennifer) Stults,
Bill (Barbara) Stults, Debbie (Jeff) Stone, Patti Stults and Bobbi (Rick) West; 16
grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; 3 step-grandchildren; 8 step-great grandchildren;
sisters: Teresa Wright and Rosalie Dunham and many other family members and friends.

A Rosary Service for Mary Stults age 95, formerly of Knoxville, will be held on Thursday,
July 5, 2018 at 9:30 a.m. at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 2926 Beaver Ave, Des Moines,
IA 50310, and a Mass of Christian Burial will follow at 10:00 a.m. Interment will be held at
2:00 p.m. at Graceland Cemetery – Knoxville, Iowa. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to Suncrest Hospice of West Des Moines.
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Comments

“

Sonie Johnson Thies lit a candle in memory of Mary Jo Stults

Sonie Johnson Thies - January 04 at 01:40 PM

“

I was blessed to meet your family in Fall of 1969. I worked in a daycare until we moved to
Utah and 1971. Mary was a very special person in my life. Thank you and many blessings
to you.
Sonie - January 04 at 01:44 PM

“

Mrs. Stultz, as we always called her, was a truly great lady. She raised a large family
in more ways than one. In addition to her nursery as it was called back then, she was
an influence on all those she touched. Jill worked for her in the nursery for about a
year. I scored many a fruit drink from the icebox down stairs. She let you know when
you were out of line and made you want to do something about it because you didn't'
want to disappoint her. She helped us both through some troubled times during the
Vietnam years. She said she was lighting candles for me while I was overseas. I'm
not the quality of believer she would want me to be, but I thought about that and
several times decided the magic worked. Thanks for her great family for sharing her
with many. We will light a candle to celebrate her life, and to thank her God for heer
meaningful and rich life. Jill and Tom Cook .. ..

Tom and Jill Cook - July 10, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

Greg,
I am sorry for your loss. Peace be with you all.
Don Taylor

Don Taylor - July 04, 2018 at 09:11 AM

“

Greg, I’m sorry for your loss and I’ll keep you and your family in my thoughts and
prayers. Donna Rodgers Jackson

Donna Jackson - July 03, 2018 at 08:50 PM

“

Greg & Family - we are so sorry to hear of your loss. Mary was a great person and
she was a friend to everyone. We know that she will be missed by the Knoxville
Community as well as by her family. Sending good thoughts & prayers your way.
Jerry & Susan (Mishler) Jones

Jerry & Susan (Mishler) Jones - July 03, 2018 at 07:50 PM

“

We say farewell to a dedicated, former member of St.Anthony's Catholic Church in
Knoxville, Ia. May she and other deceased members of her family rest in peace.

St. Anthony's Parishioners - July 03, 2018 at 07:08 PM

“

Mary helped raise my 2 oldest children, Kelly and Marty Wadle. She was a God Send
as I worked different shifts full time. Mary and I served on various committees for St.
Anthony's Parish. We also belonged to the same Bridge clubs and Pine Knolls
Country Club.

Jim & Fran Wadle - July 03, 2018 at 07:05 PM

“

Greg & Family , I am sorry to hear of the passing of your mother. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you . Mary & Robert Pinegar

Mary (Sharp) Pinegar - July 02, 2018 at 06:13 PM

“

Greg, so sorry to hear about your mom. I have missed her since she moved. She
was always so much fun to be around. Many good golf memories! I wish I could be at
the funeral to give you a hug.
Kathie Croghan

Kathie Croghan - July 02, 2018 at 03:27 PM

“

Mary was a real role model for so many of us. Thanks to her family for sharing her
with us all. Martha Popson

Martha Popson - July 02, 2018 at 02:30 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss Greg,Ken,Dick,Bill,Debbie,Patty and Bobbie. I too, thought
of your Mom as my second mother. Lord knows I spent enough time there! What a
wonderful person she was. I feel so greatful to have known her.

Kate Eller Nelson - July 02, 2018 at 11:56 AM

“

My thoughts are with the family. Mrs. Stults was a kind and caring woman who
always had time for you. When I attended day care, she knew I hated naps so she
would let me skip the naps. Patti and I had a great time playing instead of resting. :)
Thank you for all the memories of a GREAT Peter Pan Day Care and the for being
who you were!

Joan O'Brien Preston - July 02, 2018 at 10:45 AM

“

Kelly McMillen lit a candle in memory of Mary Jo Stults

Kelly McMillen - July 02, 2018 at 10:08 AM

“

I attended Peter Pan Nursery. Mary always made me feel special and trusted (as I
am sure she did for all of us who attended). She let me help her in the kitchen
(stirring jello) and I don't think I ever had to sit on the time out chair. Mary was a
teacher whom I respected.
Mary lived the love of Jesus. Her life was her testimony. A sermon without words.
Mary was kind and wise. I am thankful for her influence on my life. Mary, I am certain
you are now enjoying the rewards God has prepared for you! Cathy (Banks) Nichols

Cathy Nichols - July 02, 2018 at 07:36 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Mary's passing. She was a wonderful person whom I loved talking to.
She loved the shakes from Smokey Row we would go after church sometimes. Rest in
peace Mary you will be missed.
Bonnie DeMaria - July 02, 2018 at 12:12 PM

“

Kayla Davis lit a candle in memory of Mary Jo Stults

Kayla Davis - July 02, 2018 at 06:20 AM

“

What a sweet soul she was to know on this earth. I loved seeing her about a year ago and
talking to her again. You will be missed sweet Mary. My heart goes out to her family but she
is together with Dick once again. RIP my friend
Kayla - July 02, 2018 at 06:24 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers to all of Mary's family at this sad but great time when our
God welcomes one of his family home to join her family and friends who have gone
home before her !!!
Mary was my 2nd mother and while I'm sure my initials were on the bottom of
"Mary's Chair" I really did enjoy my time outs there talking to Mary and listening to
her words of wisdom !!!! Mary may be enjoying a new life now, but as long as I draw
breathes she will never be forgotten here on Earth !!!!!

Michael Pitt - July 01, 2018 at 09:13 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to her family. She was a sweet lady, inside and out.
She was a wonderful role model and I carry some nice memories of our talks. The
last time I spoke with her, she mentioned the first time I ever went water skiing, which
happened to be with her, Mr. Stults and Bobbi. She always seemed to have a smile
on her face.

Carol Clarke Reed - July 01, 2018 at 07:04 PM

“

Mary Stults was an amazing, caring lady. She cared for so many children at Peter Pan
Nursery, including my two sons, who probably used “the time out chair” many times. They
loved her! Our sympathy to the family on the loss of such a lovely lady!
Dorothy Larson - July 02, 2018 at 11:26 PM

