Ralph E. Gullion
July 31, 1936 - October 13, 2020

Ralph E. Gullion was born July 31, 1936 on the family farm east of Columbia, Iowa the
son of G. Curtis and Pearle (Hibbits) Gullion.
He was raised on the family farm and attended country school. Ralph served in the United
States Army from 1959 to 1961. Following his honorable discharge, Ralph returned home
and took a job with Edwards & Agan Ford Garage. On November 17, 1961 Ralph was
united in marriage to Carole Penick at Columbia, Iowa. The couple made their home in
Knoxville. Ralph continued to work for the local Ford dealer until they closed. He then
worked for the Knoxville School District until his retirement in 2011, although he still
helped the school on a part time basis.
In his spare time Ralph still worked, whether he was painting houses, detailing cars or
tending his vegetable garden. He also enjoyed yard work and puttering around in his
workshop. He was a huge Cubs fan and he liked the Yankees.
Ralph passed away Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at Mercy Medical Center, in Des Moines,
at the age of 84 years.
He was preceded in death by his parents; son, Charles; brothers: Stanley, Howard, Glenn,
Arthur “Pat” and sister, Marlene Maulsby.
Those left to cherish Ralph’s memory include his wife, Carole; daughters, Barbara (Todd)
Six and Sandy (Frank) Luke all of Knoxville; grandchildren: Jeff (Amy) Gullion, Joelle
(Chad) Zeien, Brittney Garcia, Benjamin Luke and Jonny Luke; great-grandchildren: Calyb
and Charleigh Zeien and Michael Gullion; sisters: Louise Roush of Knoxville, Leta Kingrey
of Columbia and Blanche (Jack) Kingrey of Knoxville; brother-in-law, James Maulsby of
Macon, Missouri and many other family members and friends.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the donor’s preference.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Bertrand Funeral Homes - October 15, 2020 at 12:54 PM

“

Tim Spriggs lit a candle in memory of Ralph E. Gullion

tim spriggs - November 15, 2020 at 11:21 AM

“

Sending our sympathy to the Gullion family and especially Carole. You are in our
thoughts and prayers. May God be your strength now and always.
Duane and Betty Schmaltz

duane p schmaltz - October 18, 2020 at 08:15 PM

“

Carole,
We both lift your family up in prayer at this time of Ralph's passing. We enjoyed our
times with Ralph when he worked at school. He was such a kind and gentle man,
with a smile worth a million dollars. Also, we loved his laugh and optimism. Glad to
have had the talks and visits with Ralph and with you. God bless your family.
Brent and Mary Hanna

Brent Hanna - October 16, 2020 at 10:32 AM

“

I am so blessed to have known Ralph. I am not sure how to express my sorrow for
your family other than to say that he was the best. I looked forward to seeing Ralph
after school everyday. He loved his family and spoke of them often with me. I will
miss you.
Sean Sanger

Sean Sanger - October 15, 2020 at 08:37 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Ralph’s passing. Praying God’s comfort will surround you and
your family. Jan & Joann Butler
jan & joann butler - October 16, 2020 at 04:40 PM

“

My sympathy to Ralph's family -- He was among my favorite people. I so enjoyed the
days he worked at the middle school. He was always willing to help out what ever we
asked of him with his great smile and friendly personality. We shared garden stories
and even some plants.. I'm positive he will be greatly missed. Blessing to all of you.

Mary Miller - October 15, 2020 at 08:22 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Ralph's passing. We met Ralph when he was a sub
janitor. Ralph always had a smile and a friendly greeting. He will be missed greatly.
Prayers of comfort for his family.
Lonnie & Jeanne McCombs

Lonnie & Jeanne McCombs - October 15, 2020 at 08:13 PM

“

Robin Weldon/ Sharon Weldon lit a candle in memory of Ralph E. Gullion

Robin weldon/ Sharon Weldon - October 15, 2020 at 06:12 PM

“

Holly And Greg Shelford lit a candle in memory of Ralph E. Gullion

Holly and Greg Shelford - October 15, 2020 at 01:29 PM

“

71 files added to the album LifeTributes

Bertrand Funeral Homes - October 15, 2020 at 12:51 PM

“

Denise Deaver lit a candle in memory of Ralph E. Gullion

Denise Deaver - October 15, 2020 at 10:17 AM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Ralph's passing. He was always a joy to be around. He
had a great smile and used it really often. We met 36 years ago when Charles
married Chris, and still feel like family. Sending prayers and warm thoughts for your
family. William and Linda Shoemaker

William shoemaker - October 14, 2020 at 08:50 PM

“

Carole, Barb & Sandy,
Please feel our hugs for you all!! Your family was very special to the Ballou girls and
their Momma. I remember stopping by on my lunch hour sometimes and finding
Ralph holding Kelli or playing with Jacki and the other kids, Such a kind and loving
soul and the kids all loved Carole and Ralph's house. Yep, Ralph was definitely one
of the good guys and the world will miss his smile and kind ways. Take care and
sending Love, Rhonda Thompson

Rhonda Thompson - October 14, 2020 at 08:26 PM

“

Gullion Family,
I was saddened to learn of Ralph's passing. I'm so very sorry for your loss. Please
know that I'm praying for you during this most challenging time. May you feel God's
loving presence today and in the challenging days ahead.
Sincerely,
Kim Jolly

Kim Jolly - October 14, 2020 at 06:34 PM

“

Debbie Agan Rowley lit a candle in memory of Ralph E. Gullion

Debbie Agan Rowley - October 14, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. Praying for you and your family.
Ronda Grimm

Ronda Grimm - October 14, 2020 at 03:24 PM

“

Ralph was a good man. My Dad, Don Agan and Mother, Janice Stanton both thought
the world of him. Condolences to Carole and the entire family.

Nancy (Agan) Stanton - October 14, 2020 at 03:02 PM

“

Ralph and Carole were the first people we met when we moved to Knoxville 50+
years ago. Larry and I worked with Ralph at Agan Fleming Ford and Larry helped
Ralph paint houses for several years. We never heard him utter a bad word about
anyone. He was always positive and had a smile on his face. He was a great man
and will be greatly missed by all who knew him. Our prayers go out to Carole and the
family.

Larry and Nancy Niday - October 14, 2020 at 03:00 PM

“

Nancy (Agan) Stanton lit a candle in memory of Ralph E. Gullion

Nancy (Agan) Stanton - October 14, 2020 at 02:57 PM

“

So sorry for your loss.
Sending prayers for the entire family.

Barb Hildebrandt
Barbara Hildebrandt - October 14, 2020 at 02:30 PM

“

I met Ralph and Carol nearly 20 years ago when I met their daughter Barb and I
worked with her. We had our times when we had laughter and good visits. We are so
sorry for your loss and Ralph will be tr.uley missed. Anna & Gary Munyon

Anna- Munyon - October 14, 2020 at 12:52 PM

